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Based on the results of a survey sent to 2010/2011 U12 age players, the Buffalo Plains Ringette Association has decided to offer a U12 aged A program.  Girls playing on this team will be ‘double carded’, meaning they will still play their regular season with a U12 B team as well as play in tournaments representing the U12 A team.  

Unlike the previous Petite A team, they will not play a regular season within the U14 division, however we hope to organize some exhibition games in order to prepare for tournaments and bond as a team.  

We are currently soliciting applications for a head coach for this team.  Please visit our website if interested.  If more than one coach applies, a selection committee composed of the BPRA President, the U12 Commissioner and the Coaching Director will select the best applicant for the position.

Parents need to be aware that depending on the amount of interest in the program a selection process may be required.

Invitations to girls living in Regina are dependent on interest from BPRA membership.  If necessary, specific invites will be sent out to targeted Regina girls and will be encouraged to try out.  

Fees
An incremental fee threshold will be set.  This threshold will be from $800 to $1200 dollars.  Team parents will vote, by secret ballet for the appropriate individual fees.  Ballet will include fees of $800, $1000 and $1200.  Fees will cover incremental ice time for the kids, refs, tournament fees, buses (if applicable) and clothing.  At the parent’s discretion, team (not individual) fund raising could augment the budget.

Team Commitment
The program will typically not exceed an incremental 1.5 hours weekly of mandatory activity over the B program.  This is exclusive of tournaments and team fund raising activities.  Voluntary activities could include team building parties AND incremental ice time.  These will be communicated as strictly voluntary and will be funded by those participating and NOT through the coffers of the team budget.

Tournament activity will be confined to a maximum of two away tournaments.  Parents will be given the opportunity to vote on which two tournaments to attend.   

Equal Playing Time
The coaches will strive for the equal playing time for all.  Given the level of exertion of centers, they may experience slightly less ice time than defense or forwards.  In tournament games where advancement is resting on the outcome of the game, coaches will have the discretion to shorten the bench.  This should be balanced by a shortening the bench the other way on games with less meaning or when the score is lop-sided in the favor of the BP team.

Double Carding Contention
BPRA is looking to minimize contention with the double carded players of the U12 B teams.  We will do this by working closely with the scheduler to minimize overlaps and communicate coordination between our U12 A and B team coaches.

A ‘Red Shirt’ program will be offered to U12 and U10 kids. This program (for a fee) will allow them to participate in the incremental practices of the U12 A team.  This program is designed to build the program for future years and reduce overall costs.  The ‘red shirt’ program will NOT discriminate based on ability for those in these groups that aspire to improve their skills.

If you have questions or comments please direct them to myself at the return email address or feel free to call me at 585-1428.

Linda Greiner

 U 12 Commissioner
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